Volume 58, Issue 1

09/03

Much of the recentnewshasbeendominatedby
the cataclysmic electrical power outagesthat
have hit much of Ontario, New York,
Pennsylvania,Ohio and Michigan. Parts of
Kitchener-Waterloowere down for about 12
hours, with rotating black-outsto follow. It
took Ontario's electrical generationcompanies

nearly two weeks to bring capacity back on-line.

Amusing ourselves, listening to the banter
betweenthe CanadianPrime Minister and the
Mayor of New York, eachoneside blamedthe
other for the catastrophe. And although it
seemedctlearthatneithersidereally hadaclueas

to what was really going on, they both knew with

100% certainty that it had “nothing to do with
terrorism”.

the cause. The August 25" Globe and Mail
(httpZ/www.globeandmail.daervlet/story/RTG
AM.20030825.wblak825/BNStory/International/
), offered this:

“Akron-basedFirstEnergyis at the centreof a

U.S.-Canadanquiry of what causedthe outage.
The mostprominenttheoryis that a FirstEnergy
power plant in Eastlake,Ohio, and someof its

electricity transmissionlines failed, including
one that sagged into a tree.”

“The resulting surge of power in Ohio spread,
rocketing acrosstransmissionlines in Indiana,
Michigan, OntarioandNew York andsettingoff

automatic power shutdowns.”

The outageprovided a seriousreality check,in
termsof our personalemergencypreparedness.
Do we have a contingency plan for such
situations? Our family didn't— we would have
beenin troubleif we would have beenhit with

an extended power outage. How did others fare?
Weeks later we still ask the same questions ab%lth

respect to our club's repeaters and
emergencyservicesstrategiesrefinementswere
also statedto be in the works. In this month's
Kilowatter, you can read about it.

Kilowatter

Awards Presentation, Field Day 2003 Highligh

Join us at our Club meeting,

Monday September 8 at 19:30

RCAF Wing 404 Club, Dutton Dr., Waterloo, ON (just off of Weber St. N.)
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Tablel KWARC Repeaters Table3 Executive Committee
Mode | Call Sign Freq. | CTCSS| Ph. Location Notes Name Call Sign Phone E-mail
Patch

CANWARN Ron Gravelle | VA3TVS |569 8746
Voice | VE3KSR 146.970| 131.8| open | Baden Hill | CANWARN -

Technical Tedd Doda VE3TJD | 6345949
Voice | VE3RCK 146.865| 131.8| open | Kitchener | ARES

ARES Larry Gorman | VE3LGN | 884 6782
Voice | VE3IXY 224.340 0| none | Kitchener

Database Dave Schwartz| VA3DGS | 884 3594
Voice | VE3SED 52.370 131.8| none | Baden

Education Ron Gimbel VE3DBD | 584 2009

Voice | VE3SED 442.200, 131.8| none | Baden Echo Link "
Program Directo

Voice | VE3RBM 444.875| 131.8| none | Kitchener | IRLP node 2410

Packet Larry Gorman | VE3LGN | 884 6782
Packet | VE3KSR-0 | 145.010 0| N/A | Baden Hill N -
Membership Ben Sasiela VE3ST 748 0445
Packet | VE3KWQ | 145.090 0| N/A | Waterloo - N
Chief Examiner | Vern Stroud VE3RVS | 743 9342
QSsL Gord Gibson | VE3NQK | 893 5148
. Virtual Swap Dave Schwartz| VA3DGS | 884 3594
Table2 Other Repeaters in the Area
Bereavement Marg Cassel | VE3RE 634 5139
Mode | Call Sign | Freq. | CTCSS Ph. Location Notes Zehrs Tapes Marg Cassel | VE3RE 634 5139
Patch
Voice | VE3ERC | 444.700 0| none | Elmira
Voice |VE3KFM |442.0000 131.8| open | Kitchener Table4 2003-04 KWARC Executive
Voice | VE3RND | 145.330 131.8| none | Plattsville
Office Name Call Sign Phone E-mail
Voice | VE3SWR | 146.790 0| none | Cambridge
President Ben Sasiela VE3ST 748 0445
Voice | VE3WFM private | Waterloo | IRLP node
147.090 0 2430 Vice President | Gord Hayward VE3EOS 744 7205
Voice | VE3WWW none | Waterloo | University of Secretary Larry Gorman VE3LGN 884 6782
146.835 0 Waterloo
Treasurer Dave Schwartz VA3DGS 884 3594
Voice | VE3RSS | 147.030 0| member| Acton
E-Member Tedd Doda VE3TJD 634 5949
Voice | VE3BAY 442.350 0| none | Kitchener N
E-Member Hugh Baird VE3IYG 684 7257
Voice |VE3ZMG | 145.210 0| open | Guelph N "
Past President | Bill Graham VE3ETK 576 3578
Packet | VE3VIQ 145.570 0o NA Guelph
TCP/IP | VE3MKY | 145.570| 0 N/A Guelph
TCP/IP | VEBUOW N/A Waterloo | U. of Wloo
145.570| 0 BBS

The Kilowatter is published 10 times a year (Sept-June) by the Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club (KWARC).
Opinions expressed or implied herein are those of the author. KWARC assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of
the content. Drafts for inclusion in the Kilowatter are due on tReflehe month prior to publication.

Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club Editor: Erich J. Ritzmann
Box 34012 Highland Hills Postal Station E-mail: editor@kwarc.org
Kitchener, Ontario N2N 3G2 Web Site: http7/www.kwarc.org/
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This issueof the Kilowatter marksamilestonein
the eighty-someyear history of KWARC. Not
only is it my inaugural edition as editor, but
coincidentally,it is also the issuethat | getto
publish a picture of the recentgraduatesf the
Club's Basic Class,which includestwo of my
own. Congratulations, to all!

What motivates youngsters getting into ham
radio these days? David (VE3DPR), at age
fifteen, admits to being inspired by the Hardy
Boys books, but finally decidedto getinvolved
becauséhe thinks that radio gadgetsare “cool”.
Katherine (VE3KMR), at age thirteen,thinks it
amazing that hams get all that “talk time”
without needingto pay a “cellular provider”. In

communication with outgoing editor Paul Cassel,

he statesthat Katherineis probablythe youngest
girl to graduate the Club's program.

Ever consider becominga Kilowatter author?
Certainly, in the coming months, we look
forward to receiving those articles you've
thoughtabout. We alsowelcomephotos. You
don't needto have a fancy modern computer
with Internetaccessfeel free to usea typewriter

KWARC President, Ben Saselia, was in a
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and Canada Post, if you prefer.

We arelooking for contributionsas shortasjust
one paragraphandaslong astwo pages. Your
storiesshouldinvolve the Club, or amateuradio
in some way. Some suggestions:

product review — antennas, rigs, we
want your opinion.

hamfest adventure — getting that
bargain fully operational in your shack.

electronic construction projects — useful
things of all sorts.

personal profiles of hams — who are
hams in everyday life.

new and interesting ways of
communicating using licenced bands.

All  suggestions and contributions will get
consideration — most appropriate get published.

The Kilowatter is in transition. I'm hoping it's
going to be something that you like. But
whetheryou love it, or hateit, pleasedo me the
favour of letting me know why. Sendme e-mail
atva3xto@rac.caor post me a traditional letter.

The Editor

was a lot of fluid aroundit. Thereis concern

motorcycle accident while traveling Hwy 24 neaiabout pneumoniaand that is being watched

ScotlandOntario. His conditionis describedas
critical but not life threatening. Injuriesinclude,

a broken femur, and two dislocated shoulders.

Ben’s leg was operatedon and a rod put in
becausef the doublebreak. He is presentlyon
morphine as a result and thereforepretty well
‘out of it

His shouldershave beenput backin place,but
they are strappedup, rather limiting his upper
body movement.

Ratherthanhis lung beingfilled with fluid, there
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carefully.

Ben's wife, Heather, told past president Bill
Grahamthat now it is just a matterof healing
time. This is greatnewsfor his family and for
the club.

Though groggy, Ben was giving instructions
aboutwhatto takecareof regardingthefirst club
meeting of the season.

He is in the Hamilton General Hospital.

Reported by Gerry O'Robko VE3DYY and Bill Graham VE3ETK
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When it became apparent that the power
blackout of August 14 might continue
indefinitely, the CanadianRed Cross contacted
Radio Amateursof Canadafor assistance.The
provincial ARES Section Manager Rose
ScholtyssekVE3RIS via Regional Manager,
JohnVE3DOS in our case,immediatelyput out
the messageo expecta call from our local Red
Crossif the situation deteriorated. Fortunately,
this time, our help was not required.

MeanwhilePresidenBen VE3ST, with his usual
array of emergencygearwas active. From his
rustic cottagedown at Long Point, and relying
on battery power and a backup generatorBen

was supplying neighbours with emergency
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power and operatingVHF and HF as well as
tracking activity in Ohio with Ul-View.

The ONTARS net (3755 kHz) extended its
scheduleinto the night, pastits 6pm QRT, and
the ARES net (3743 kHz) was active,
coordinated by VE3EMO Toronto.

Remembertune your VHF radio to VE3RCK

(Red Cross Kitchener) when emergency
situationsarise. And pleasedo allow breaksin

your rag chewsto allow Emergencynoticesto

get through.

Larry Gorman VE3LGN

KWARC ARES Emergency Coordinator

Amateur radio operators in only effective from  of sawmills and industry.
the North Thompson valley communications between .
. . . A reminder to all. Keep a
have put forth an incredible towns and villages adversely .
o . : grab and go kit ready and
effort to maintain radio affected by severe fires. ;
. have batteries charged. We
equipment and keep Several amateurs have
. L L stand ready as yet another
mountain top repeaters manned radios in provincial
. . oo : . . wave of hot dry weather
operating in very difficult EOC operations with little
. assaults our valley.
conditions. At  numerous or no knowledge of the
times in the past two weeks, status of their own homes. Kevin Deckert, VE7WHK

without power and phones, Many have lost long time SmEgency Comms Gfficer
amateur radio has been the jobs due to damage tO (edited excerpt from the ARESONTARIO net)
APRS and Packet to share Our digis are remote VHF and APRS repeaters we
frequencies... mountain top sites with anticipate the use of these
. - difficult access and solar APRS digis to establish a
During the recent wildfire
power. local emergency Packet Net

events here in BC we have
learned many things about
emergency communications.

Kilowatter

With the availability of this
backbone of mountain

for moving information.

top Kevin Deckert, VE7TWHK
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We had fair weathermost of the weekendwith
the exception of a very short quick shower
Sundaymorning. Everyonewasableto get set
up very quickly and comfortably.

e

Let's see, a dead short at 570 khz...

Gord VE3EOSandDon VE3ESEunveiledtheir
secretweapon,which turned out to be a very
effective 570kc-dumpingdevice. This particular
stationhasin the past, beenan impedimentto
160m reception.Where Don is going to store
that 45 gallon devicetill nextfield day I'm not
sure,but | think he wantsto build a nice new
double car garage anyways.

Though the schedules of the mayors of
Kitchener, Waterloo, and Cambridge did not
allow for their attendancat our annualfield day,
CTV showedup and providedan excellentépm
broadcast on Saturday evening.

Ben VE3ST interviews with CKCO TV

Ron, VA3TVS provided an excellent Canwarn

Kilowatter
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display and also managed to solicit some
assistanceand materials from Environment
Canada.

Our endeavorgo partakein Class“F” this year
failed due to the fact that there is nothing in
placebetweenthe club andthe city’s emergency
operations center.

Bob VE3XNB's attemptsto obtain a satellite
contactthis year yielded much knowledgeand
two antennashut no contact. | expectwe will
have much better luck next year.

Our first go at the “Get On The Air”  (GOTA)

stationwas a successSeveralpeoplewho had
neverhadanopportunityto operateHF madethe

attempt and discovered the vast differences
betweenVHF and HF contacts.At least one
personhasbeenbitten by the HF bug and Gord

VE3EOSwill henceforthhavea greatexcusefor

acquiring more space and equipment.

The superintendentof the Waterloo Regional
Police poppedin to sayhello, asdid many other
individuals. We had excellenthelp in the setup
and take down and many thanksto thosewho
helped out.

Linda VA3LWH and her crew did an excellent
job of providing edible goodiesand the Sunday
breakfast was especially successful.

Hubbie and Eileen provided their (as always)
marvelouschili and anyonewho was not there,
missedout and left more for me. Gee,too bad,
eh?

Our point total will bein the 2300to 2400range
andthat’s not bad for 5 stations.Greatheapsof
thanksfor those who put the enormouseffort
into acquiring them.

In all, it wasa greatField Day weekendandwith
any luck, next year will be stupendous.

Dave Sullivan VE3RBA«waRc Field Day Manager.
Ron Gravelle VE3TV Shotography
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The Tech committeehad few problemsto deal
with over the Summer due to the lack of
thunderstormsMany people to the north and
southof us got their fair share,but we avoided
many of them.

The largest concernwe have this year is the
batterybackup of ALL of our sites— something
which was testedto the maximum during the
power outageon ThursdayAugust 14. During
this outage,the only site that remainedup and
active was the Baden site which is home for
VE3KSR, our main repeater,along with the
VES3SED twins on 6 metersand UHF. Both
systemswere busy during the blackout and
stayedactive for the duration. This site hasa
backupgeneratoin additionto a very largebank
of batteries.

We found out the hard way that the site which
hoststhe VE3RBM and VE3RCK repeatersis
not backedup with agenerator. In July,areport
hadbeenmadethat VE3RBM wasgoing off line
intermittently.  When the Tech committee
investigated,we found the site's generatorwas

George Kourounis, VA3GTK, and | are back
from our annualvacationin the greatplains. An
active month of May for sure.It wasa trip for

the record books, with tornadic supercells

smashingall previousstormreportssincethe wx
service began keeping records.

The very first day we arrived in Kansas,we
interceptedthe F4 tornadothat hit KansasCity,
KS. Thoughwe wereonly 200 metersbehindit,

we couldn't see it because the air was too thick.

We did howevermanageto get a few wx pics
from May 15th nearthe small town of Stratford
in the Texaspanhandlevherewe intercepteds
tornadoegduring daylight hours,plus 2 moreon
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running. We also found that one of the two
receptaclesat our rack was not active, and the
other had power. We switched receptaclesand
all theequipmentamebackto life. Thisleadus
to believe that we were indeed on generator
power,asthe generatomwasstill running. Well,
when the blackoutoccurred,all the equipment
died. We arelooking into this andhopeto have
a solution soon.

During the only lightning stormthat really hit us
a couple weeks ago, the only damage that
occurredwas a blown CTCSS decoderon the
UHF VE3SED repeater.A new unit has been
orderedandwe hopeto haveit replacedshortly.
During this time, the repeatetink to 6 metersis
down.

This Summerisn't over yet, so if any of the
club's equipmentgoesdown or has a problem,
pleasdill outareportin the"Troublelog" onthe
club'sweb site. This getsthe informationto the
Tech committee in the most expedited manner.

Tedd DOda VE3TJ DWARC Tech Chairman

the way back to the motel after sunset.

Tornado in the Texas Panhandle

Ron Gravelle VA3TVSwarc caNwARN Coordinator
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In the recentelectricalpower outage therewere
afair numberof questionghatwerebeingasked
aboutwhatthe AmateurRadiocommunitycould
do. As well, severaltimesthroughoutthe year,
thereare extremeweatherrelatedevents,where
similar questions might be asked.

Firstly, tune up your two metergearand make
sureyou havebackuppower. During the recent
crisis, emergency services volunteers should
have been checking in to the Red Cross
Kitchener, that is the VE3RCK repeater.
Conversely,severeweathertraffic gets handled
on VE3KSR. Hereare somethingsyou should
keep in mind:

Make sureyou havea fully chargedHT
available at all times.

Have spare batteries available.
Tune in VE3RCK repeater at 146.865.

Alternatively, tune in VE3KSR at
146.970 (CTCSS tone 131.8hz).

If you are an emergency services
volunteer, check in with the net
controller immediately.

If you are alreadyin a position where

Kilowatter
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you may be required to handle
emergencyraffic, checkin with the net
controller.

All  others, should monitor the
frequencyfor periodic announcements
from net control.

If you happento be using theserepeaterson a
routine basis, please rememberthat standard
operating procedurerequiresa pausebetween
transmissionso that other stationscanbreakin.

An emergencystationmaybe on low power,and
probably cannot competewith people running
high power from baseand mobile operations.
Allow a full secondor more after you hearthe
repeater courtesy tone, before keying up.

Also, now is a goodtime to registeryourselfas

an AmateurRadio EmergencyServices(ARES)

volunteer. This way you can benefitfrom the

training exercisesvhich will ensurethatwe, the

memberwf the KW ARC, arepreparedf things

ever should take a turn for the worse.

Volunteering now also permits our emergency
servicescoordinator,Larry Gorman,to maintain

up to date phone, e-mail and equipment
information for availabl@ersonnel.

Left to right:

Gord VE3EOS Instructor,
Vern VE3RVS Instructor,
Ron VE3DBD Instructor,

Philipp Bilek VE3PBX,

David Ritzmann VE3DPR,
Katherine Ritzmann VE3KMR,
Kyle Mallett VE3DKM,

L. Paul J. Cormier VE3BMI,
Charles Cosby VE3CHJ,
Tracey Burley VE3TTG,

Louis Primeaux VA3LOU,
Gerry Hawes VA3BWZ

(photo: Terry Green VE3NSV)
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KWARC minutes June 2, 2003

Meeting called to order by Bill Graham at 7.30 pm Roll call was 40 members.
Announcements.
VE3IC Received its DXCC certificate.
Certificate for VA3BWOA Wafic Ajoor, for his presentation of BLUE TOOTH
technology.

Business Amateur of the year ballots where handed out.

Membership Ben Sasiela The club had 12 new members , and a welcome was made to those
who where there.
We have members from Ottawa and New York state.
Note was also made of the fact that we have 200 members on the books.
We had an average of 51 members to each meeting.
We are the oldest club in Canada established 1922
Largest active membership in Canada
And we are involved in Canwarn.

Financial Dave Schwartz Note was made of the fact that expenses were held at a low level.
The cash flow was good. And the Flea market was to bring in more funds.
Year end balance $5200.00

Technical Ted Doda reported that IRLP was on VE3RBM .
VE3KSR was to get a new controller, and have some remote receivers.

Flea Market Hugh Baird Reported that the flea market was June 8/03 at Fergus, and help was

needed.

ARES Larry Gorman reported That CANWARN and ARES , was to work with people
away from the Crisis centers. We are a public service oriented system.

Exams Vern Stroud reported for 2002/2003 12 people wrote and 9 passed
5basic 5passed , 6 advanced 3 passed , 1 5wpm 1 passed

The class potential was 10 to12.
Ron Gimbel reported the course exams are set for the end of June. Just in time for field
Day Thanks to John Enns for the use of the room for the classtsictors
included VE3EOS, VE3RKS, VE3DBD, VE3RVS and VE3ANU.
President Bill Graham Thanked #ibthelped.

Election of officers VA3DLT Dennis Talberrt Presented the slate of officers.

Past President VE3ETK Bill Graham

President VE3ST Ben Sasila

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer
On a motion by VE3ST seconded by Bob Pelling VE3XNB That VE3LGN Larry Gorman be nominated.
The slate then consisted of VE3ST , VE3ETK , VA3DGS, VE3IYG, VE3EOS, VE3TJD and VE3LGN
On a motion by VE3DBD Ron Gimble seconded by VE3WFR Bill Riddle , nominations were closed.

New business Club Jackets 75 % of the club where interested, Ben to follow up.
Break for coffee
Marg Cassel VE3RE Mentioned the need for Zehrs tapes and the notice of sick members.
Suggestion Free coffee and donuts from 50/50 draw ., to be discussed by the board.

Use of the money , from the 50/50 draw and Zehrs tapes to be discussed.
Harold Braun mentioned that an auction sale for the estate of Mac Smith VE3HOO will be
held of June21st.

Motion toadjourn By Marg Cassel VE3RE seconded by Mary Riddel VE3MWE

Minutes taken by Gord Gibson

Kilowatter 80f10



Volume 58, Issue 1 09/03

Our Sponsor:
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Field Day '03, The Tent And The Towsedio: vastvs) The Windingehoto vasLwh)

return address:

Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club
Box 34012 Highland Hills Postal Station
Kitchener, Ontario N2N 3G2

YourRadio Amateurs of Canada
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