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The“Jamboreeon theAir” eventwasheldon Saturday,October
18, 2003. Scoutsfrom KitchenerTroop 11 showedup to make
bothlocal andlong distance“on-air” contacts.On handto assist
on variousamateurradiofrequencies,wereclub membersJames
TisdaleVA3TNG on 2m, Terry GreenVE3NSV on UHF/IRLP,
Gord HaywardVE3EOSon 20/40M,Bob PellingVE3XNB and
Dave Sullivan VE3RBA, among others.

The CANWARN informational display was staffed by Ron
Gravelle VA3TVS and Ben Fuller VA3PDS from London.

We alsohada specialvisit by our very own club President,Ben
Sasiela,VE3ST, who is recoveringfrom a major motorcycle
accident,but wantedto stopby to say“hi” to our ScoutTroops.
Thanks very much Ben.

Lynda Hayward VA3LWH organized the event.  
Continued on page 3...

“Christmas Mingle”
Join us at our Club meeting, Monday December 1 at 19:30

RCAF Wing 404 Club, Dutton Dr., Waterloo, ON (just off of Weber St. N.)
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              Executive Directory

Name Call Sign Phone E-mail

President Ben Sasiela VE3ST 748 0445 ve3st@rac.ca

Vice President          Gord Hayward VE3EOS 744 7205 ve3eos@rac.ca

Secretary            Larry Gorman VE3LGN 884 6782 ve3lgn@rac.ca

Treasurer Dave Schwartz VA3DGS 884 3594 va3dgs@rac.ca

E-Member Tedd Doda VE3TJD 634 5949 ve3tjd@rac.ca

E-Member           Hugh Baird VE3IYG 684 7257 hugh-baird@excite.com

Past President  Bill Graham VE3ETK        576 3578 wrgraham@sympatico.ca

*

CANWARN Ron Gravelle VA3TVS 569 8746 va3tvs@rac.ca

Technical Tedd Doda VE3TJD 634 5949 ve3tjd@rac.ca

ARES Larry Gorman VE3LGN 884 6782 ve3lgn@rac.ca

Database Dave Schwartz VA3DGS 884 3594 va3dgs@rac.ca

Education Ron Gimbel VE3DBD 584 2009 rongim@sympatico.ca

Program Director Bill Riddell VE3WFR 571 9785 ve3wfr@rac.ca

Packet Larry Gorman VE3LGN 884 6782 ve3lgn@rac.ca

Membership Gord Hayward VE3EOS 744 7205 ve3eos@rac.ca

Chief Examiner Vern Stroud VE3RVS 743 9342

QSL Gord Gibson VE3NQK 893 5148 ve3nqk@kwarc.org

Virtual Swap Dave Schwartz VA3DGS 884 3594 va3dgs@rac.ca

Bereavement Marg Cassel VE3RE 634 5139 ve3re@rac.ca

Zehrs Tapes Marg Cassel VE3RE 634 5139 ve3re@rac.ca

<<<I once was hot but now I'm not; who am I?>>>354
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The Kilowatter is published 10 times a year (Sept-June) by the Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club (KWARC).  Opinions
expressed or implied herein are those of the author.  KWARC assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.  Drafts for
inclusion in the Kilowatter are due on the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Permission to use KWARC Kilowatter articles for non-
profit amateur radio club publications is hereby granted.   For other all uses, please contact the editor. 

All material Copyright © 2003 Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club, unless otherwise noted.

Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club
Box  34012   Highland Hills Postal Station

Kitchener, Ontario  N2N 3G2

Editor:   Erich J. Ritzmann
E-mail:  editor@kwarc.org

Web Site: http://www.kwarc.org/
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1. James Tisdale VA3TNG on 2M.
2. Gord Hayward VE3EOS Tuning Rig on 20M.
3. Kitchener Scout Troop 11 David Harnock

“on-air” with dad.
4. Terry Green VE3NSV hob-nobbing with

Club President Ben Sasiela VE3ST.
5. Kitchener Scout Troop 11 Member David

Harnock with Ben and Ron.

All had a good time and hope to hear you “on-
the-air”.

Photos and writeup by Ron Gravelle VA3TVS.
   

Kilowatter 3 of 10



Volume 58, Issue 4 12/03

_Y`Racb1d�eKf�g�h
i�jlk g
dmdmn�_Y`po�i�jqerils-t&g,uRvwdxg�yzo�{�|R}�}m}

The November8th Fox Hunt was blessedwith
wonderful sunny fall weather. While brisk,
about30 peoplejoinedorganizerTerryVE3NSV
at Angel's Diner for breakfastand to hear the
rules for the morning's event. Visiting from
Hamilton was Reg BagshawVE3BQQ. Reg
recently organizeda foxhunt in Hamilton which
waswon by Terry sowe all felt Regwasbackto
retake the cup - wrong!

The hunt got officially underway at 9:32am.
Your club reporterdid not participateandsohad
been tipped of earlier the location in Steckle
Woods. On my arrival in the parking lot, it
becameobviouswe wouldbedisturbinga couple
out for - shouldwe say- a morningromp. After
our first team of Don and Gord arrived the
coupledecidedto get in their separatecarsand
leave.

Don and Gord had the Forestto themselvesfor
about 30 minutes before the next two teams
arrived. The Ritzmann team of Erich and son
David droveinto theparkinglot followed almost
immediateby JamesVA3TNG accompaniedby
Marv VE2PK.

Meanwhile, back in the bush, Don and Gord
were closing in on the unsuspectingfox. Don
hadnow removedall antennasandwasworking
only with his HT andattenuatorwalking a back
andforth patternwhich did work out ashefound
the fox partially hiddenwith leaveschainedto
the base of a large oak.

MeanwhileJameswasnow headingtowardsthe
fox which wasquickly recoveredwith leaves. It
turned out that the home brew yagi Jameshad
built was very accurate and after some
experimentingfigured out how to triangulatehis
headings and quickly located the fox.

Over the next hour the rest of the hunters arrived,
somehadcity mapsandusedthedrivewaywhile
others walked for close to half a kilometre
throughthe bushfrom neighbouringroads. Ken
DobsonVA3DDB from the Brantford club was
next followed by RegBagshawVE3BQQ,Dave
Lamb VA3EZT, Al McLaughlin VA3TCO and
his sonfrom Hamilton andthenDaveVE3RBA
from KWARC. Official timesand distancesas
follows:

Team Members Elapsed Time Distance Travelled

Don VE3ESE, Gord VE3EOS 58 min  7 km

James VA3TNG 82 min 27 km

Erich VA3XTO, Dave VE3DPR 83 min 32 km

Ken VA3DDB 108 min n/a

Following thehunt,Terry madesureit wasclose
to a Tim Horton, we all retired for some hot
coffee, lunch, and the awards.

For their lowest elapsed time and lowest
mileage,1stprizeof two $25dollar RadioShack
credit cards went to Don and Gord.

GrandPrizefor his effortsat homebrewinghis
antennaand attenuatorwent to JamesVA3TNG
who won a VOM donatedby Tedd VE3TJD of
Lazer Electronics in Baden.

Thanksmust go out to Terry VE3NSV for his
perseverancein keeping his event on track
despite the bureaucracy that surfaced
surroundingclub insurance.Club PresidentBen
VE3ST - who wason handfor the hunt - said;
"we all hopethis canberesolvedbeforethenext
event". Thenext eventis beingplannedfor the
heart of winter!

Paul VE3SY KWARC Reporter
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We are all looking forward to our club's
Decembermeeting,as this is the time of year
wheremembersandguestshavea chanceto get
away from our traditional meeting structure,
enjoy an evening of socializing, munching on
Christmastreatsand a cup of Holiday beverage
while chatting with fellow amateurs. Please
bring your spouseand/orsignificantotherto this
event, that they too may enjoy the festivities.  

Our club in thepasthassupportedthelocal food
bankandweplanondoingsoagainthis year; so
bring somenon-perishablefood items for those
who arelessfortunate. If you haveany amateur
related equipmentgive-a-waysyou would like
othersto have– ratherthandisposingthese,plan
to donate them to the “free for the taking table”.  

Congratulationsto all participantsof the “show-
n-tell” evening. This year's demonstrations
were the biggestwe haveever had and it's nice
to seethe presenters'pictureson our web site
through the photo skills of VE3SY, Paul Cassel.

In Novemberour areawasblastedwith a severe
windstorm with some snow, slippery road
conditions, fallen tree branches and power
outages. The club's repeaterscontinued solid
operationsthroughout, thanks to our technical
committee. If you were listening to the traffic
during this storm, you heard amateur radio
operators in action, sharing their kerosene
heaters,generatorswith neighboursthat had no
power or heat,reportingobstaclesthat required
travelling detours, and sharing road condition
reports.  

KWARC operatorssprang into action without
hesitation– but then,this is whatour club is all

about– helpingthosethatneedusandkeepinga
watchful eye on the community. I know of no
other communicationorganizationthat fits this
role so admirably.   Well-done!

My personal experience during this storm
involved concernfor an older ham friend that
lives near Lake Erie, who also was without
power and heat. With the phone line
malfunction it was difficult to determine his
level of comfort andsafety. Finally, I wasable
to make a contact that confirmed that all was
well. Caseykept warm wearing two pairs of
pants and several sweaters during this cold spell.

The KWARC Christmas Noon Luncheon is
scheduledfor the last Friday beforeChristmas.
Ticketsareavailablefrom myself,or from Tedd
Doda, VE3TJD of Baden. If you plan to buy
your meal stub at the door, pleasee-mail or
phoneoneof us so that we may be informedof
our seatingrequirementsfor this event. If you
are able to offer to the club a door prize
donation, we would be most pleased to accept. 

Our new programcoordinatorhasbeenworking
hard to line up next year'sguestspeakersand
events. I’m sure that Bill Riddell VE3WFR
would be pleasedto hear your suggestions,or
offersto do a presentationat oneof our meetings
in 2004. Give him a call andlet'sall pitch in to
share our talents and expertise. 

As presidentof your club this year,I would like
to extendmy very bestwishesto you and your
family for Christmasandfor theNew Year. The
best of health, happinessand good ham radio
experiences.

Ben Sasiela VE3ST KWARC President
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Now that the summer has come to a close
and winter approaches, we would like to
encourage everyone to report severe winter
weather.  Here are a few pointers.
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Environment Canada's official snow ruler is
basically a metre stick with centimetre
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markings. Any long ruler with centimetre
markings on it works fine.

Ideally, you should have a board about
30cm by 30cm painted white. This is so that
the sun's radiation is not absorbed, melting
the snow. You place the board in the middle
of your backyard prior to the snow event in
an area where the snow is likely to be
evenly distributed, i.e. minimize drifting.

Every 12 hours, usually at 7 AM and 7 PM,
you go out and take a few measurements of
the snow accumulation on the "snow board",
then wipe it clean and place it on top of the
snow for your next fresh measurement.

It is important to make sure that you are
getting an average of the snowfall that has
fallen. Some storms may bring a significant
amount of drifting and it is important to take
several measurements on your property and
average them out (using a simple arithmetic
mean).

We are also interested in the amount of time
that it took for the snow to accumulate, i.e. if
it snowed for 12 hours, but 10cm of the total
15cm fell in 3 hours – we really want to
know that. So, we are interested in
receiving snowfall amounts and snowfall
rates, in particular:

1. Snowfall amounts of 10 cm or
more,  or

2. Snowfall rates of 2cm/hour or more

These observations are most appreciated
while the event is occurring, but are also
accepted after a major snowfall.

In addition to snowfall, please report:

1. Freezing rain (as opposed to
freezing drizzle), or

2. High winds exceeding 60 km/h
steady, gusts exceeding 90 km/h,
and

3. Significant damage incurred by
weather.
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Freezing rain is super-cooled. The drops of
which freeze on impact with the ground or
with other objects at or near the earth's
surface. It occurs when the ambient air
temperature is at, near, or below, zero
degrees Celcius. Sometimes freezing rain
will occur over some surfaces and not
others, depending on the temperature of the
surface.

What we are looking for is an observation of
ice accretion. So, measure in millimetres
the thickness of any ice buildup on tree
branches, driveways, or other exposed
objects. Make sure that these objects are
not artificially heated above or cooled below
the ambient air temperature, i.e. we want a
representative surface for the whole area.

Please report any of this kind of information
via the CANWARN net, or using the e-mail
address canwarn@cmc.ec.gc.ca.

For an easy to understand guide to
snowflakes with amazing photos go to
http://www.snowcrystals.com.

For additional information please contact
your ARES CANWARN representatives
(contact info appears on p2).
Article compiled from e-mails posted to the CANWARN list originating from

Isabel Ruddick, Severe Weather Program Supervisor, Ontario
Storm Prediction Centre (OSPC), Meteorological Service of Canada;  

Submitted to the Kilowatter by:

Larry Gorman VE3LGN KWARC ARES Emergency Coordinator
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KWARC Minutes  November 3, 2003 General Meeting

Photo: Paul  VE3SY                                          

The meeting began at 7:35, with a welcome by President Ben VE3ST, and a reminder of the Christmas theme for the
December meeting. Food Bank donations of non perishables will be accepted and delivered on behalf of the K-W amateur
radio Club.,

A member check showed 46 present at the meeting. Ben read a card of thanks from Shirley McKie the wife of recently
deceased Bob McKie VA3MCK.  Our new Program Chairman Bill VE3WFR was given a warm appreciative welcome by the
membership.

The program for this months meeting was Show And Tell. This was probably the best ever, with 10 innovative ideas
presented.

Ben VE3ST gave a glowing account of his LED acquisitions from a recent visit to the Newmarket Flea Market. These flashy
items were created by John Kerr.VE3SVE  www.projectx.com.

Paul VE3SY discussed his latest foray into the CQ contest world, class SOAB HP. In 26 coffee free hours he racked up
331 countries on 6 bands in 106 zones, with 1708 QSO'S. His ears were still smoking! Well done Paul.

Gord VE3NQK updated his exploits on club station VE3IC,. and explained the advantages of using the Radio Amateurs of
Canada QSO bureau.

Bob VE3XM displayed his recently assembled mail order kit HF rig from Elecraft. It was very easy to assemble, with well
supported instructions, has tremendous reception and will run for 24 hours on its internal battery. An amazingly compact
"spy grade" radio.

Don VE3ESE, had two innovative ideas. How to make your own QSL cards on your printer-scanner, and extending the life
of your expensive amplifier tubes. With his "black box". John will be submitting a design article to the Kilowatter on this
ingenious device.

Ron VE3DBD was back once more this year with another of his brainstorming ideas. This time it was the recycling of a
computer power supply - a $2 acquisition -that will substitute for a 25 amp power supply for your HF rig. This is an
electrifying device!! Be careful.

Dr. Gord VE3EOS was at it again converting junk into gems. As near as I could make out, it was an 80 metre motorized
ferrite loop antenna. The usual 10 page manual was absent. Great job Gord.
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Bob VE3FVF had recovered a US Army Radiosonde., This is a device that is sent into high altitudes, using a hydrogen
balloon, to gather weather data. Inside was some simple circuitry for transmitting weather data. Like its brethren, this item
had free fallen thousands of feet into a farmers field once the balloon burst, its useful life now over.

Paul VE3SY next pulled a miniature 40 Gigabyte hard drive backup out of his pocket. This miniature drive is power through
the USB port and appears just like another drive when plugged in.  A very useful device for safely storing your valuable
data. Another amazing Ebay find.

The finale was a promo for he upcoming Fox hunt. Terry VE3NSV demonstrated his ammunition boxed FOX. Really cool!
The hunt date Saturday 8 November. It is recommended to have a co-pilot riding shotgun. Good hunting.

One member must have been on the road for many hours and needed a bit of shut eye.

Coffee break was at 9pm followed by the draws. Ken VE3BEX and his wife cleaned up with 2 wins - a TCA (The Canadian
Amateur) magazine and the jackpot. Roger VE3RKS graciously declined his win, and Don VE3ICD also won a TCA
magazine.

Minutes taken by Larry VE3LGN Club Secretary

KWARC Executive Meeting November 4 , 2003
Present: Ben VE3ST, Bill VE3ETK, Dave VA3DGS, Gord VE3EOS, Larry VE3LGN, Tedd VE3TJD, Bill VE3WFR @ Ratz-
Bechtel Hospitality Suite.Ñ

Computer discs of club membership were transferred from Past Pres Bill to current VP/membership chairman Gord.
They will need to be updated.

Ò Our new Programme chairman Bill was present. 
Ó Bill VE3ETK handed over the folder of guest presenter certificates etc.  The idea of commercially laminating them to a

presentation board was suggested.

On the topic of guest expenses: 
Out of town presenters usually get a modest fuel honorarium, and dinner, accompanied by the Programme chair, or his
designate, and possibly the club President .

Christmas meeting: 
A discussion of entertainment possibilities.  The choral group from last year is not available.  Tedd will provide a CD player
and Christmas music.  Ben is still on the lookout for live entertainment.

Club Newsletter:
Erich VA3XTO, our Kilowatter print copy editor, has requested reports to be submitted by the 15th of each month.  Ben
would like all execs to present a monthly report if possible and asked that all new members,  all course graduates, license
upgrades etc. receive recognition in our newsletter.
The new clean format was commented on.  It was felt that the traditional Kilowatter tube background be included on the
front page in future.

Last Minute Expenses:
A long discussion ensued about approval for last minute executive expenses. in special situations.  Bottom line. For small
expenses, first try to get exec approval.  But if time is short use your good judgement . The example here was the last
minute need for a special projector for the October meeting presentation.

Two motions were presented.Ô

Moved by Past President Bill: “That the club programme director have a yearly budget of $300 to use at his discretion.”
Seconded by Tedd VE3TJD.  Carried 

Õ Moved by Treasurer Dave:  “That each committee propose a budget for the remainder of this club year, and that they
be standing budgets to be received, in future, before the commencement of the fiscal year” Seconded by Bill VE3ETK.
Carried.

Again this year the club received a “Silver Award Certificate” from the CNIB for our contributions on behalf of club members
who became silent keys.
Dave reported on a request for club recognition from Monseigneur Doyle High School, which has registered in a Radio
Amateurs Canada Youth program.
The meeting adjourned at 8:55pm

Minutes taken by Larry VE3LGN  Club Secretary
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The First Quarter Bean Report
The treasury continues to be in excellent shape, with a current balance of $4470.71.  This report of the club treasury covers
the period from the  beginning of this fiscal year September 1, 2003,  up to November 16, 2003. 

The major income so far has been membership fee revenue, which is running a bit behind what it was at this point last
year.  However, assuming membership stays level, there is still almost twice this amount to arrive in the next 9 months due
to our calandar-year-based membership cycle. The revenue for the 2003 Fergus Hamfest, split with the Guelph club, has
also yet to arrive but I'm told that will be somewhere just shy of $1300.

On the expense side, the single major item has been the payment to the City of Waterloo for rental of the meeting room
through to June 2004.  To get the expected expenses for the remainder of the year, just multiply all other amounts by 5
since Nov 16 is about 1/5 of the way through the fiscal year.  Add in the insurance renewal yet to be paid this year, which
will probably be around $1000, judging by the way these things have been rising, and we might end the year with a
negative cash flow of around $500.  Of course, unpredictable income from the sale of donated equipment will probably
offset that.

      Revenues
Previous FY Balance Forward  4070.24
Membership fees 980.00
KWARC table 80.00
50/50 draw revenue 74.40
Auction revenue 65.00
KWARC other rev. sources 36.68
      Revenue total:   5306.32

      Expenses    
Bulletin Production exp. 113.85  
Postage exp. 172.25  
Equipment, supplies exp. 22.46  
Professional, legal exp. 63.50  
Facilities exp. 250.00  
Program Expense    86.25
KSR telephone exp. 50.92  
RCK telephone exp. 76.38  
      Expense total:   835.61

      New Balance:   4470.71

Next report will be in 3 months when we'll be half-way through the year and we'll see how close my estimates have been.

Dave VA3DGS,  Club TreasurerÖ
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On Fri, 2003-10-24 at 18:12, Terry Green wrote:

“Well it is pretty bad considering it is not even close to my call. It is wrong in the kilowatter and the minutes on the website
and have 2 variations not even close to my call.”

The Editor responds:

In the October General Meeting Minutes published on the Club website and in the November Kilowatter the call signs for Terry Green
and for Bob Pelling were in error.   Terry Green's correct call sign is VE3NSV, and Bob Pelling's is VE3XNB.  The editor accepts full
responsibility for not having caught this prior to publication and apologizes for any inconvenience it might have caused.

à®á�ârã.ä˜á,åRã

Does Windows keep crashing because of that flakey tetrode at 0xFF5A?  Why not switch to CMOS
and Linux?  Has ham radio outgrown the tube?  Tell us what you think:  va3xto@rac.ca
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Our Sponsor:
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