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“Voice over IP”
Join us at our Club meeting, Monday February 2 at 19:30

RCAF Wing 404 Club, Dutton Dr., Waterloo, ON (just off of Weber St. N.)
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Terry VE3NSV will be discussing how to usethe IRLP systemvia RF with a demonstration. He
will alsobeaddressing:changesto thesystemsincethe lastpresentation,thenodestatuspage,WAP
statusfor enabledcell phones,a quick overview of how the EchoIRLP machineworks and a
discussion of the set up.

TeddVE3TJDwill give anoverviewof theVE3SEDEchoLinksystemandwhat is requiredto run it
from a home computer.
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T Prizes
T Drawings 
T Commercial Vendors
T Ham Gear 

T Electronics 
T Computers 
T Fun
T All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast

Main Transit Fire Hall     6777 Main St.  Williamsville, NY       1/16th  mile from Transit Rd  (RT 78)
Web Site:  http://larc.hamgate.net/greaterbuffalowinterhamfest.htm
Info & questions e-mail:  n2gdu@arrl.net                                               Or, phone Jim  (716) 542-4201
Reserve Your Tables "On Line"                             Sponsored by: Lancaster Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

About The Kilowatter
The Kilowatter is published10 times a year (Sept-June)by the Kitchener-WaterlooAmateurRadio Club (KWARC). Opinions
expressedor implied hereinarethoseof theauthor. KWARC assumesno responsibilityfor the accuracyof the content. Drafts for
inclusionin theKilowatter aredueon the 15th of the monthprior to publication. Permissionto useKWARC Kilowatter articlesfor
non-profit amateur radio club publications is hereby granted.   For other all uses, please contact the editor. 

All material Copyright © 2003 Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club, unless otherwise noted.

Kitchener-Waterloo Amateur Radio Club
Box  34012   Highland Hills Postal Station

Kitchener, Ontario  N2N 3G2

Editor:   Erich J. Ritzmann
E-mail:  editor@kwarc.org

Web Site: http:  //www.kwarc.org/  
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On that glorioussunnySundayFebruary22, the
huntersgatheredat Tim Horton'scornerof River
and OttawaStreetabout13:00 to havea warm
cup of java prior to setting off at 13:31 (the
official start time). So that he could participate
Tracey VE3TTG hid the fox and promised us she
did not give Terry  VE3NSV any help.

  

Paul VE3SY realized he had forgotten his
cameraso headedout for Petersburgto retrieve
samewhile the restof thegroupstartedtracking
down the fox. Now, with a promisethat hehad
noadvanceideawherethefox wasTerry wasthe
first to find thefox at 14:15usinghis mobileand
two 41dB attenuators.

Next to arrive was Terry VA3BHL from
Georgetown. Terry foundout aboutthehuntoff
theclub web site anddecidedto join in the hunt
for the elusive fox. Terry used his HT and
randomdriving thenhis HT without an antenna

to track down the fox.  Terry arrived at 14:34.

Next to find the fox was James VA3TNG
(previous hunt winner) who found the fox at
14:38.Jamesuseda homebrew 3 elementyagi
with a home brew attenuator on his HT.

Paularrivedat 14:44usingonly his mobile with
a omni mobile antennaandno attenuator. I am
also asking for a 20 minute time adjustmentto
make up for my trip home to get my camera
beforestartingthe hunt. I waspromisedthat the
Fox Hunt Executive Committee will hold a
special meeting to consider my request.

Dave VE3RBA and Jane VA3JSC arrived at
15:15 followed by the dynamic duo of Don
VE3ESE and Gord VE3EOS who immediately
went into a planning session for the next hunt.

Terry indicatedthe next hunt will take placein
May.

Paul VE3SY KWARC Reporter
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Illustration 2  Dave VE3RBA wonders why the fox
seems to keep moving...

Illustration 1  Sweet  little  device...
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Litz wire, the tinsel stuff used in microphone
cords is the bane of anyonewho has tried to
solder it to a connector. I got this tip from
VE8QL when we talked on 2m while driving
down the 401.

Strip the wire as you normally would and trim
someof the fibres, leaving the copper. Don't
worry aboutgetting them all. You can't. Then
takeonestrandof copperfrom a pieceof lamp
cord andwrap this aroundthe strippedlitz wire.
Tin the wrapped wire. The solder will flow
throughandattachto thecopperin the litz wire.
Tin the assemblyand connectit whateveryou
need to.

I have tried this and it works. 

Gord VE3EOS, KWARC VP
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The Fred HammondChapter73 of QCWA will
be celebrating the 30th anniversary of the
Chapterwith a SpecialEventstationon April 24
& 25th, 2004 1300Z to 2100Z each day.

Operationwill be from the HammondMuseum
of Radiousing the call VE3HC startingon the
following frequencies as conditions permit:

3762.5: 3890: 7244: 14262: 21365: 28325

QSL to:

Hammond Museum of Radio  VE3HC
595 Southgate Dr. Guelph, ON N1G 3W6

For more information see  http://www.qcwa.ca  

Or, e-mail: ve3dwh@rac.ca
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I havecontactedEnvironmentCanadaaboutour
training 2004 session. It will be held at the
Universityof Waterloo(sameplaceaslastyear)
on WednesdayApril 21, 7:00pm start time.
Thanksgoesto Ed SpikeVE3TCK for arranging
thelocation.Moredetailswill begivenwhenI'm
advisedby EC.Enclosedis a mapof thegrounds

for our readers.Parking is in "Lot ECH", off
Phillip street,just north of University Ave, and
southof Columbiastreet.If needed,other maps
that illustrate the University grounds can be
found on the CANWARN page
http://www.kwarc.org/canwarn/index.html 
Ron  VA3TVS CANWARN Manager
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I am saddenedto see another one of our
membersbecomea SK. Brian Lowe VE3TJE
lost his battlewith canceron Feb15. Beginning
of February,club memberEric Enns VE3BB
also became a SK.  Both will be greatly missed.

Our thanksgo out to Paul CasselVE3SY for a
very informativepresentationon SPAM mail for
our February meeting. This seems to be a
problemareafor mostof uson theInternet. Paul
askedDon Sinclair, our club'sweb hostservice
provider, to cover someof the technicalpoints
on how Spamperpetratorstry to beatthe system
causing needless usage of band width.

I'm still gettingSPAM mail, asI'm suremostof
you are too, but I am able to betterunderstand
these methods and cope with corrective action.

Our weatherin Februarycontinuedto harassour
patiencewith cold snaps,frequent high winds
causinghavocdriving. Here'sa little happystory
for you. I hadanopportunityto makea fast trip
to PittsburghPA to seea sisterwho I havenot
visited for sometime. The weatherforecastwas
to be clear, cold, and no snow. Everything
checkedout thoroughlyeventhe truck operation
prior to departure.SomewherebetweenAngola
N.Y. andErie P.A. the skiesdarkenedandsnow
blizzardsintensified making visibility less than
desirable. A quick shift into four-wheel drive
solvedtheslipperyroadconditions,but I thought
whom could I turn to for help if I became
strandedor stuck. With no cell phone,only my
ham radios in the truck, I began listening to some
of the little usedlocal repeatersin Pennsylvania
nearErie. OK, I thought,not muchthere,letstry
theHF radio.Looking at thescrewdriverantenna
throughthe rear view mirror, it was coveredin
ice,snow,andslush,but 40 meterscamein quite
well. Lets listen to the Trans Provincial net on
7.055.0 Mhz. and two club members just
happenedto check in at that time, Don Fisher
VE3ESEandBob Abell VE3XM of Wellesley.I
madeaquick call from W3 landto thenetasking
for a contact,don't beatme up on this boys, I

know I wasout of band,andaskedfor thesetwo
to comeup to legalU.S. frequencies,which they
did. With a badSWR on the antenna,from Ice,
Snow, and me being in the middle of the
mountainsof P.A., still hearingcompletesilence
on the 2 meterand 440 bands,both Don's and
Bob'ssignalswere Q5 copy. OK, this is greatI
thought,I'm right in themiddleof a snowstorm,
can't see the vehicle ahead of me, stopped
countingthenumberof vehiclesin theditch, but
I havetwo guardianangelslisteningandtracking
my progressall the way to Pittsburgh.Thanks
fellows, you don't know how comforting it was
to keep in touch, knowing if I had problems,
someonecould call the state troopersand St.
Bernarddog for rescue.We madefrequencyand
time arrangementsto track my return trip the
following day, through the samestorm in Erie,
with equal numberof trucks in the ditch, and
againhearingVE3ESEandVE3XM trackingmy
progress.My point here?Well, 2 meterswas
almostuselessandshortrangein the mountains,
440 band was the same,but HF was the only
reliable uninterruptedsignal every mile of the
journey,  hills and valleys of Pennsylvania.

We areall waiting for springto arrive,andwith
that, the club will be planningour annualfield
dayeventagainthisyear,which will bemanaged
by Bob Pelling VE3XNB. We are also hosting
our annual flea market in Fergus,and there is
somediscussionof someextra DX activity that
membersmay havean opportunityto participate
in. CanwarnTraining is scheduledagain for
severeweatherreporting so this will give new
comers an opportunity to learn reporting
methods,and us veterans,a reminder lesson.
Check out the club web site for details and
times/dates.

Personally, my leg is slowly getting better,
perhapsI'll be ableto climb towersagainin the
spring. Thanks for all the good wishes from
members.

Ben VE3ST KWARC President
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If you'vebeenlisteningto our IRLP nodeslately,
you might have noticed the weather
announcementsat the top of thehour. Together
with the repeater callsign and time, it now
announceswheneverEnvironmentCanadahasa
weatherwatchor warning in affect for this area.
If the listenerwishesto know the details,hecan
key in *907 (starninezeroseven)to get the type
of watch/warning,current conditions and 24hr
forecast.

Dissatisfied with certain speculation which
stated that this “crosses the line of amateur
licenceprivileges”(December2, 2003Executive
Minutes),we decidedto consultthe experts. At
13:33 on January22, 2004,an Industry Canada
representativein Ottawa declaredthe weather
announcementsperfectly legal and well within
the realm of legitimate amateur operations.

Erich VA3XTO KWARC Editor
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Sincemy last quarterlyreport, it hasreally been
smoothsailing in the finance department.The
two major transactions were paying the
insurancerenewal,$1118 – a 21% increase--
and the processingof the Hamfest receipts,
$1415.The differencebetweenthosetwo is just
aboutexactly the differencebetweenwhere we
werein mid-November,$4505andnow,Feb15,
$4788. Therefore the remaining transactions,
revenue:memberships,50/50; expenses:phone

patches, bulletins, has pretty well exactly
balanced out –  as it should.

The club remainson a soundfinancial footing
andwith a decentnesteggto weatherstormsthat
may come. I will producea detailed,full year
report in the Juneissue. In the meantimeI am
always available to answer any questionsat
meetings,whenwork doesn'tkeepmeaway,and
at treas@kwarc.org.

Dave VA3DGS KWARC Treasurer
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The meeting was called to order with 50 members and guests in attendance.

President Ben interrupted the normal proceedings with an announcement of the passing of long time member Eric Enns VE3BB, who
passed away Sunday 3 February.  Members maintained a pause of silence followed by a thoughtful message from the President, and
brief remembrances from various friends in the group.

The Tuesday evening Executive meeting was postponed so that members could attend the Tuesday evening visitation.  A significant
number of club members were in attendance and greeted by Eric's family.

Paul VE3SY gave an in depth  presentation titled Combating and Evading SPAM. This was a very instructive and fascinating expose on
the devious and insidious nature of spam and spammers.  Success or the lack of it by various providers, and antivirus programs was
discussed in detail.  Paul introduced Don Sinclair VE3ICD who operates Information Gateway Services (IGS K-W Inc).  Paul went on
to say that in studying the statistics for virus control, IGS was one of the better ISP's, cleaning up over 99% of all spam coming to his
clients.  During the break a tired looking Don commented that he had spent the 18 hours previous to our meeting cleaning up spam
before it continued on to his customers.  There is no escape from spam! The first Monday of February was a particularly bad day!

This sobering presentation was followed up by a survey of the audience as to their success with various spam filters.  The comments
were not encouraging.
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Members were encouraged to go to the back during the break to get a digital photo taken for inclusion on the club membership area of
our web site.  Check the site and contact Ben if you are missing and wish to be included.

A reminder to check the February Kilowatter  for details of the upcoming Fox Hunt.

Club Business followed the break.

Dave VA3DAS won the draw.

Hugh VE3IXY had Hamfest flyers available for distribution at other Flea markets in Ontario. Our Hamfset is scheduled for Saturday 12
July at the Fergus and District Community Centre.

Ron VE3DBD provided flyers to promote the Ham Course. We are looking for a new venue for the 10 week course.  Do you have any
suggestions?

Dave VA3DGS our treasurer was away and will report next month.

Harold VE3DWH our local QCWA rep announced the availability of 3 new scholarships valued each at $500 to Ontario Students going
on for further education.. Two thirds of the funds have been provided by Hammond Manufacturing. A web site is being set up to
provide more information.

A Special Event Day station will be operating at the Hammond Museum in Guelph in April on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25th.

Bob VE3XNB our Field Day manager encouraged members to consider Band Captain positions for Field Day in June. Suggestions
were also welcomed by Bob who can be contacted at VE3XNB@rac.ca.

Bill VE3WFR our program chairman announced that Terry VE3NSV and Tedd VE3TJD we be giving an IRLP/EchoLink presentation
and demonstration at our March meeting. This should be good.

DON VE3ESE is heading to Cuba Feb 29 to March 21 and solicited radio parts etc. from anyone with extra radio bits taking up space at
home.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.

Minutes taken by  Larry VE3LGN Club Secretaryã‚ä»å‚æ�çPèÀé
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Location: Angel's Diner Kitchener   Called to Order: 7:40PM

Present: Ben VE3ST President,  Gord VE3EOS VP, Dennis VE3DLT, Bill VE3WFR, Ted VE3TJD, Hugh VE3IYG and Gord
VE3NQK/VE3RGG club QSL Manager. Guests attending were  Bob VE3XNB 

Field Day Coordinator:

Discussion on using Doon Heritage Crossroads as our Field Day sight for 2004. The low elevation is a problem for the VHF/UHF
operators.  It was decided that at this time the benefits  of Doon far outweigh the drawbacks of it.  Doon will be the Field Day sight for
2004. We are open to suggestions for future sights, however.

Peter Bon VA3PTB has submitted a request regarding the RAC Education Program. Matter was referred to club education coordinator
for farther study.

Gord VE3NQK /VE3RGG indicates that the club has received a request from the 3B9C DXpedition to Rodrigues, in the Indian Ocean
off Madagascar for a donation of support.  The donation will be used for the transportation of equipment to and from the sight.  A $50
US donation will be sent on behalf of the club by Tedd VE3TJD  via Pay Pal.  Moved Gord VE3NQK/VE3RGG  2nd Hugh VE3IYG
Passed.

Motion:

Dave Schwartz VE3DGS donate to the CNIB $25 for every SK Club member in the year 2004.  Moved, 2nd Passed.  This is an
ongoing Club policy.

Discussion on RAC Education Youth Program. Discussion deferred to next Exec. meeting in order to gather more information.

Discussion on the possibility of activating the Long Point Light House for the Light House awards.  Declined.

Meeting adjourned 9:05PM

Minutes recorded by Bob VE3XNB
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Due to irreconcilable differences,I regret to announcethat the March Issue of the KWARC
Kilowatter will be the last one which will be produced by the current editor.
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Following a yearlong battlewith cancer,Brian becamea
Silent Key at Groves memorial Hospital on Saturday
February 15, 2004.  He was 68.

Loving husbandof Pamela. Dad will be missed by
Amanda MacMillan (Dave) of Fergus, Robin Lowe
(Lynn Coughler) of Moorefield, Duncan Lowe (Kelly
Dudas) of Hamilton, Heather Vaillancourt (Robert) of
Sudbury, and Christian Lowe (Tara) of Orangeville.
Loving Grandpaof Dustin and Jason,Courtney,Anna,
Kaileigh, Shelby, Kassandra and Sebastian.

Survivedby his brothers,Trevorandhis wife Carolof the
Isle of Mann and Grahamandhis wife Sueof Burbage,
England.Also survived by his brothers-in-law,Ian and
Madeline,Gordon,Tony and Joanneand their families.
Predeceased by his parents, Harry and Irene.
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Photo taken in 1998 from a CKCO-TV
news item when Eric was involved
passingtraffic during the major Force 5
Hurricane that ravaged the Homestead
area of Florida.

It is with sadnessthatwe reportthe passingof Eric Enns
VE3BB. Eric passedaway Sunday February 1st in
Hospital after a brief illness.

Born on December3, 1919,to JakobandFridaEnns(nee
Unruh) in Tiege, the Ukraine. In 1924 he came to
Waterloowhich becamehomefor his entirelife. He was
predeceasedby his son, Philip in 1977. He leaves to
mourn his belovedwife of 50 years,IngeborgHedwig
Gutberlet;his devotedtwo daughters,EstherEnnswith
her husbandJim Connolly and BarbaraKuehn with her
husbandHorst Kuehn and threepreciousgrandchildren,
Stephanie,RolandandTristanKuehn.Brotherof Walter
Enns and his wife Emmaof Germany.He will also be
lovingly rememberedby dear relativesin Germanyand
Russia:his sister-in-law,BarbaraGutberlet;his nephews,
JochenSchuerholz,Viktor Enns and Paul Ennsand by
Peter Rogalsky, Marianne Rogalsky and Paul Rogalsky.
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President

Ben Sasiela VE3ST

748 0445

pres@kwarc.org

Vice President

Gord HaywardVE3EOS

744 7205        

vice-pres@kwarc.org

Secretary

Larry Gorman VE3LGN

884 6782

sec@kwarc.org    

Treasurer

Dave Schwartz VA3DGS

884 3594

treas@kwarc.org

Director

Tedd Doda VE3TJD

634 5949

ve3tjd@rac.ca

Director

Hugh Baird VE3IYG

684 7257

hugh-baird@excite.com

Past President

Bill Graham VE3ETK

576 3578

wrgraham@sympatico.ca   
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R What is Linux?  Think of Linux as a replacement for Windows.  It is an operating system which is able to run on a wide range
of computer types, including commodity PC hardware which has been the mainstay of Microsoft until recently.

S Can I use Linux on my computer?  Yes you can.  Most popular Linux distributions include a decent web browser, e-
mail, word processing and spreadsheet software, so that you can truly do on Linux what others do on a Mac or on Windows.

T Is Linux free?  Linux is indeed free software.  Free software, however, refers to the freedom innovate, not to price – it is not to
be confused with freeware.  Most Linux distributions are inexpensively priced and/or downloadable on the Internet.

U Is Linux hard to use?  Linux has an easy to use graphical user interface (GUI). In many ways it resembles Windows.  But,
there are some new things to learn, too.  Figure on spending some money on a good book and a few evenings of learning.

V Does It Get Hit by Viruses?  I have been using Linux for over ten years, and have never been affected by a single virus.
No virus checking software to buy, no virus software updates, no virus damage ever.

W What about Security?  With Linux, security is not an afterthought, it was built in at the outset.  This fact that makes it
possible for your bank to use a Linux computer as their firewall.

X Can I Get Support if I Run Linux?  Thousands of knowledgable Linux people are more than willing to answer your
questions for you on the Internet.  Also, you can buy a support contract from one of many companies who specialize in that.  

Y Should I Switch?  Does Windows crash too often for you?  Well, Linux rarely freezes or crashes.  I routinely run my
computers for a year at a time without shutting them down or resetting.  Features like these make it the ideal choice for Amateur

Radio projects such as IRLP. 
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